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Abstract:

P>Climate change may be considered a natural disaster evolving in slow motion on a global scale.
Increasing storm intensities, shifting rainfall patterns, melting glaciers, rising sea levels, and other manifold
alterations are being experienced around the world. Climate has never been constant in any location, but
human-induced changes associated with greenhouse gases and fossil fuel use are new and rapidly shifting
conditions for rural communities and regions across the planet. Rural sociologists have long been carving
out the contours of this topic through research on family well-being, rural livelihoods, community, and the
environment. Now climate change and subsequent policy responses present a new and fundamental source
of social change. The purpose of this article is to assess lines of research and theory that consider and
direct our understanding of the impacts of climate change, the ways it might be mitigated, and the coping
strategies of rural people and communities that are both victims and perpetrators in the global realignment.
As climate-change impacts and policy responses begin to impinge on rural populations, the first line of
resistance and participation will be the rural community. The distribution of rewards from climate-change
mitigation is broad and diffuse; the distribution of costs, compromised livelihoods, and community disruption
often is focused.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1549-0831.2010.00011.x   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  
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specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact, Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Other Projection Model/Methodology: Discussion only

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: Rural communities

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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